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“The New York News, speaking of 

the terrible losses already 

sustained in the campaign in 

Virginia, says : 

We are yet in the beginning of this 

campaign, and already we count 

the dead by thousands, and the 

wounded by tens of thousands. 

The contest for Richmond has been 

ushered in with a hideous 

saturnalia of blood.” 

 

– The Greensborough Patriot, 

May 26
th

, 1864 

 

Message from the Commander 

Commander James Siske 

A special thank you to all who helped put out the Confederate flags at Greenhill 

Cemetery for Confederate Memorial Day on May 10
th

, they were; John Plybon, Mike 

Moore, Don Saunders, Clark Porter, Charles Long, Robert Long, Clarence Long, Charles 

Kirkman, Carl Singley, Sam Scott and Roy Smith. Also the same for all those that 

attended the memorial service on Saturday. Our May program will be given by Keith 

Jones and he will be speaking on "Gordon's Brigade at Gettysburg". I hope to see all of 

you there. 

 
Col. John Sloan Camp Confederate Memorial Day service held at Greenhill Cemetery. 

(Photo courtesy of Ron Perdue) 

 

Charge to The Sons of Confederate Veterans 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the Cause for 

which we fought; to your strength be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the 

perpetuation of those principals he loved and which made him glorious and which you 

also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is 

presented to future generations." 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General 

United Confederate Veterans, New Orleans, Louisiana, 1906



 Page 2 May, 2014 

The Chaplain’s Corner 

Chaplain David A. Long, III 

“General Lee Refuses Bitterness” 

  

This morning, Tuesday, May 13
th

, I attended a gathering of 

the MOA (Military Officers Association) and the West Point 

Alumni meeting at the Proximity Hotel here in Greensboro. 

The speaker was a graduate of Davidson College (of which I 

am an alumnus) name of Porter Hallyburton. Porter, on his 

75th mission, was shot-down over Vietnam. He evaded 

escape until betrayed by a Vietnamese. Then he was put in 

the “Hanoi Hilton“ in Hanoi. He was moved some six times in 

eight years. He was tortured and starved and was treated 

badly. There were three things that kept him going which he 

referred to in his talk. They were, choices, humor, and 

forgiveness.  

 

Robert E. Lee had a God-given ability to forgive his enemies 

and not harbor any bitterness against them. The following is 

evidence of that fact: 

 

“His house on Pamunky River was burnt to the ground, and 

the slaves carried away by force, while his residence in 

Arlington Heights was not only gutted of its furniture, but 

even the very relics of George Washington were stolen from 

it and paraded in triumph in the saloons of Boston and New 

York.” His birthplace of Arlington became a “Yankee“ 

cemetery where they buried Yankee soldiers who had died in 

battle. That was with the purpose of defiling the land around 

his home. It is known as “Arlington Cemetery" today. 

  

Lee’s virtue of self-control was rare in his day. The Scripture 

tells us that a patient man is better than a soldier who 

captures an entire city. People who lose their temper never 

win, but those who can control their temper have qualities of 

great leadership. 

 

Robert E. Lee had a choice to make. He could either be 

revengeful or not! He could be angry – or not. He chose to 

make a choice and choose that which was honoring to 

himself and to God. 

 

Porter said that there were three things that that his captors 

could not take away from their prisoners. They were making 

choices, a sense of humor. Once a prisoner was taken off and 

was gone for some time. When he returned, the others asked 

him where he had been so long. He responded by saying, that 

he “had been tied up and was unable to come back“. The 

third thing was “forgiveness”. Cmdr. Hallyburton said that the 

only way that he could get rid of the devils that plagued him, 

was to return to the Hanoi Hilton and forgive the Vietnamese  

(who by the way, believe that we are Number One in the 

world today!). Which he did. 

 

“Better a patient man than a warrior, a man 

who controls his temper than one who 

takes a city”. 

Proverbs 16:32 

 

In case you missed it… 

If you were not able to attend last month’s meeting, here is 

what you missed. 

 Camp flag furled for Compatriot Elmer Jones. 

 Confederate Memorial Day Service at Greenhill 

Cemetery on Saturday, May 10
th

, at 6:00 PM. 

 Volunteers needed to put flags on veterans graves at 

Greenhill Cemetery and the cemetery at the 

Greensboro Historical Museum on Wednesday, May 

7
th

. 

 Volunteers also needed to man the table in the 

history tent for the Summerfield Founders Day 

celebration on Saturday, May 17
th

. (Contact: John 

Plybon) 

 NC Division Reunion in Valdese on Saturday, April 

26
th

. 

 A motion was made for the Col. John Sloan Camp to 

vote against a proposed amendment to the NC 

Division Constitution which would decrease the 

number of Division Executive Council members 

required for a quorum to those present. The motion 

passed. 

 Rex Hovey presented an excellent program on the 

Battle of South Mountain. 

Highly recommend 

visiting the North Carolina 

Monument at Fox's Gap. 

It is a beautiful 

monument and we owe 

Rex Hovey and the 13th 

NC Troops, Co. B, an 

immeasurable amount of 

gratitude for their efforts 

related to the placement 

of that monument. 
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FROM CHARLESTON. 

Charleston is not altogether rid of the Yankees. Although they 

have announced an abandonment of the siege, and have 

withdrawn most of their forces, they have still reserved 

enough to menace the  city and keep up their demonstrations 

by opening fire now and then from their fleet. 

 

SPOTTSYLVANIA C. H. May 19, via Richmond May 

21. – Yesterday morning, about day, the enemy with 

considerable number of picket forces assaulted our left wing. 

The attack was quite feeble as we readily repulsed them with 

slight loss on our side, but with considerable slaughter of the 

enemy. The fight lasted about one and a half hours. During the 

engagement we captured about sixty prisoners. The enemy left 

over two hundred dead on the field. Last night the enemy 

retired from our left leaving their dead unburied. They seem to 

be massing on our right either for the purpose of attacking us 

again or to fall back. After the fight yesterday, on our left, the 

enemy opened a vigorous cannonading on our right wing to 

which we responded and a fierce artillery duel was kept up for 

two hours, our side, however, losing very slightly. Our men 

to-day, are busy collecting arms on that part of the field 

abandoned by the enemy. Many arms are being obtained 

which were buried by the enemy. Yesterday evening there was 

some cavalry fighting near Guinea Station, but it amounted to 

very little. To-day, matters have been quite all day. 

Yesterday Meade sent a flag of truce to Gen. Lee, 

thanking him for sending him Gen. Wadsworth’s body, for 

which he applied by flag of truce during the Wilderness fight. 

Meade, on the 13th, issued a congratulations order to his 

troops. He claims that Lee has near abandoned his last 

entrenched position, so tenaciously held, suffering a loss of 

eighteen guns, twenty four colors and eight thousand 

prisoners. Meade further says the fight is not yet over and that 

he, Meade, expects reinforcements, which Lee cannot possibly 

get. Up to 3 o’clock, to-day there has been no fighting. 

Weather very warm and the roads fast drying. 

  

[SECOND DISPATCH] 

  

ARMY NORTHERN VIRGINIA, May 20th, via Richmond, 

May 21st. – UP to three o’clock yesterday, nothing of interest 

occurred. About that time Gen. Ewell moved forward in force 

on an armed reconnoisance towards the enemy’s right flank. 

About five o’clock our skirmishers engaged those of the 

enemy a little West and North of the road leading from 

Spottsylvania Court House to Fredericksburg. The enemy 

soon brought up a heavy force, consisting of Hancock’s 

Second and a large part of Burnside’s Ninth Corps and heavy 

artillery troops drawn from the defences at Washington, and 

used as infantry. A considerable fight ensued and at one time 

our line skirmishers had possession of the enemy’s wagon 

train but were compelled o relinquish possession of it, not 

however, until we had sent and brought off some. The fight 

lasted until 2 o’clock at night, when Ewell fell back to his 

original position, having lost in the engagement about one 

hundred and fifty wounded, thirty killed and a few missing, 

who it is reported are taken prisoners. The enemy’s loss much 

heavier. We captured about one hundred prisoners. Not a gun 

has been fired to-day. It is supposed that Grant is awaiting 

reinforcements from the Westin order to renew the attack. 

  

[THIRD DISPATCH] 

  

Hanover Junction, May 22. – Grant commenced moving his 

columns around on our right on Friday morning. Grant’s 

forces have occupied Milford Station and Bowling Green. 

Yesterday evening, about dark, Gen. Wilcox, who was in front 

of Spottsylvania Court House threw forward a portion of his 

forces, entered the enemy’s breastworks and found them held 

by a line of skirmishers. Grant’s whole army being rapidly in 

motion on our right flank, necessitated counter movements on 

our side and an abandonment of the battle ground in front of 

Spottsylvania Court Hose. Grant seems to be maneuvering for 

a position near Richmond. The enemy are reported to have cut 

loose from Fredericksburg as a base and to have established, it 

is reported, at Port Royal and Rappahannock. Some little 

artillery firing was heard near Chesterfield to-day. Cause 

unexplained. 

 

FROM THE PENINSULA. 

 Information from the Peninsula represents a body of Yankee 

cavalry-supposed to be Sheridan’s raiders still hovering and 

lurking about from point to point in that section. Dispatches 

received yesterday state that a large force of them probably ten 

thousand, had been seen near the White House. They are 

laying waste to that whole country sweeping every family of 

everything they possess in the world-killing the cattle, hogs, 

sheep &c,-and consuming, as they declare to be their purpose, 

the while subsistence of that country, their rule being to leave 

each family with enough only for one meal. Their object is to 

lay waste to the country, and leave it when they retire, without 

enough to subsist the people or army-and, at the rate they are 

going, they will accomplish their purpose.  
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Calendar of Events 

370
th

 Regular Meeting (Col. John Sloan Camp #1290)  

Tuesday, May 20
th

 

6:00 PM for Meal, Meeting starts at 7:00 PM  

Capt. Bill’s Seafood 

6108 West Market St. 

Greensboro, NC 27409 

Speaker: Keith Jones will be speaking on "Gordon's Brigade at Gettysburg". 

Stokes County Confederate Memorial Day Service  

(Brown Mountain Boys Camp #1540) 

Sunday, May 25
th

  

Service begins at 3:00 PM 

Old Courthouse 

100 Courthouse Cir 

Danbury, NC 27016 

Thomasville Memorial Day Parade  

(Thomasville Rifles Camp #172) 

Monday, May 26
th

  

The Thomasville Rifles Camp 172 needs your support on Memorial Day in 

the North Carolina Memorial Day Parade. All re-enactors (muskets 

welcomed but no black powder please per request of parade organizers), 

historical organizations and Heritage Supporters are invited to join us as 

we remember our gallant ancestors and all our Veterans in this annual 

tradition. The more the better to march in the parade and if you cannot 

march, you can ride or support us from the crowd. 

The parade starts at 11:00 am and if you plan to join us in the parade, 

please meet in front of the Big Chair in downtown Thomasville by 10 am to 

set up our group. We are pleased to announce support from neighboring 

SCV camps and the SCV North Carolina Mechanized Cavalry. Come join us. 

If you’re using GPS, enter -  32 E. Main Street NS, Thomasville, NC 27360. 

This is the Monkeez Brew location and we meet in the street in front of 

this establishment. Hope to see you there. 

I can tell you in the past we have received great support from the crowd 

during the parade in the memory of our Confederate Veterans. 

Ron Perdue (Editor-in-Chief Carolina Confederate) 

371
st

 Regular Meeting (Col. John Sloan Camp #1290)  

Tuesday, June 17
th

 

6:00 PM for Meal, Meeting starts at 7:00 PM  

Capt. Bill’s Seafood 

6108 West Market St. 

Greensboro, NC 27409 

Speaker: Melissa Jones will present a program entitled, "My Silver Relative 

in the 58
th

". 
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Camp Staff 

James Siske - Commander  

Josh Myers - Lt. Commander 

Sam Scott - 2
nd

 Lt. Commander 

Thad Tucker - Treasurer 

Mike Myers - Adjutant 

David Long - Chaplain 

John Pugh - Color Sergeant 

Rahlo Fowler - Chief of Staff 

Jeff Frank – Editor 

Mailing Address 

Colonel John Sloan Camp #1290 

P.O. Box 4895 

Greensboro, NC 27404 

 

 


