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                                                                                        September 30, 2014 

 

 

 

Dear Museum Member, 

 

On September 25 the Board of Directors of the Danville Museum of Fine Arts and 

History took a position about which I personally want to inform you.  The board passed a motion 

to request City Council to remove the Confederate flag from the grounds of the museum. 

 

You may not have known that City Council gave permission in 1994 to the Heritage 

Preservation Association to place a monument with the third National Confederate flag on the 

front lawn of the Sutherlin Mansion.  Since the City of Danville owns the mansion and its 

grounds, City Council has control over the flag. 

 

The newly adopted museum board strategic plan adopts a vision “to be the Dan River 

Region’s Leader for integrated awareness of history, culture and community.”   The plan 

emphasizes diversity and welcomes all citizens to enjoy the programs offered to the public.  One 

of our goals is to learn more about events in Danville during the last weeks of the Confederacy. 

The board is proud of our local history and remains committed to telling the story of Danville, 

Major Sutherlin and his family, and the historic mansion in the context of the Civil War.  Our 

Executive Director hired a curator to develop an exhibit of the history of the Confederate flags.  

The board feels the removal of the flag from the outside of the building to a display inside the 

mansion will help to fulfill its mission “to promote history and art in the Dan River Region.”   

 

We hope that you will support us in this request of City Council since it will in no way 

impair the museum’s fulfilling its mission of preserving Danville’s history during and after the 

Civil War. 

 

Yours truly, 

 
Jane Murray 

President of the Board of Directors   

       


